
Hewelsfield & Brockweir Parish Council Public Rights of Way Committee
Minutes of the Public Rights of Way Committee meeting held on Thursday 22nd October 2015 in ‘The Loft’, The Village Shop, Brockweir.
Present:  Cllr. Wilson (Chairman), Sally Secrett, Mike Weeks, Mick Curtis and Michele Orchard.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from the Cllr. Fox, Cllr. Sinfield, Cllr. Bowen, Nick Davis, Gill Stott, Peter Williams and Brian Townshend. 
Confirm Minutes of the Public Rights of Way Sub Committee Meeting of 18th August 2015
The minutes of the Public Rights of Way Sub Committee meeting of 18th August 2015 were confirmed; this was proposed by Cllr. Wilson and seconded by Mike Weeks.

Format of the Public Rights of Way Committee

Following advice from their advisory service the Parish Council has decided to change the title of the Public Rights of Way committee from ‘Sub Committee’ to ‘Advisory Committee’.

The good part of this decision is that the meetings can be less format i.e. does not have to have a set number of councillors present, does not have to put up agendas on noticeboards, does not need the presence of the Parish Clerk.  The group will still be covered by the Parish Council’s Insurance.

The downside is that the advisory committee must get formal approval from the Parish Council regarding any expenditure.

Although formal minutes are no longer required everyone agreed that it was good to have a record of what happened at a meeting for future reference and for the information of members unable to attend.

Matters arising from the Public Rights of Way Sub Committee Meeting of 18th August 2015 

1. Survey each Public Right of Way


Luke reported that there are still 50% of the Parish Public Rights of Way to be loaded onto the system.  Despite the fact that he had sent out a list of the outstanding routes no additional information had been updated.  There is still no information regarding the routes around Lower Brockweir.
Members were concerned that there has been little progress – both with the map and with any footpath maintenance although a couple of members especially Brian (FHE10), who has also committed to replacing two stiles on his land (FHE18), and Rudge (FHE51) had taken it upon themselves to carry out work.
Action Brian
Also it is now some six months since the group first set out to walk the routes and it is time they are revisited and the map updated.  The group will aim to update the map twice a year March/April and October/November.  Hopefully it should be easier the second time around as points of reference will remain the same.

Action PRoW
2. Prioritise
Since the complete map is not yet available and with the need to see positive action taking place everyone agreed to choose routes which were in particular need of attention and were of greater benefit to the community i.e. particularly attractive, well used, part of an advertised walk or strategically important route.  It was decided that FHE 32 and 34 fell into most of these categories and that the group should get together on Saturday 14th November to work on these footpaths.
The group will encourage parishioners to “adopt a footpath” thus encouraging everyone to take part in keeping routes clear.  Also articles are to put in The Village News encouraging landowners to fulfil their responsibility and to contact the group to raise any issues they need help with.

As well as the group meeting up to address routes with major issues it would be great if those members who worked together to map the routes could get together to address some of the problems highlighted on those routes.

Another route which is felt to be of importance is that of FHE68 which is recommended in local publications as a way to make a circular route  along Underhill and down to the river but is currently treacherous due to the steepness of the bank and the fact that any steps that existed have been lost over time.  The introduction of steps would be extremely beneficial for users and would encourage walkers to stay on the path instead of veering off looking for alternative routes.







Action PRoW
3. Draw up a definitive Map

Nick Davis will continue to update the map as and when new information is provided.  From now on this map will be referred to as ‘2015 PRoW Map’.  There has been an occasion when information has been submitted to Nick but not yet updated onto the system i.e. Sally Secrett’s – does this information need to be submitted in a different format?
Action Nick
Establish relationships with the County Council, Amey and the Forestry Commission
Relationships have been initiated with Mike Barton at Amey, John Lane at Gloucester County Council, the Ramblers and the Forestry Commission.
Brian has confirmed that the Forestry Commission have cleared FHE59; he is not sure about FHE54.

Michele has been in discussion with Mike Barton at Amey regarding issues brought up at previous meetings.   Although he is very busy at the moment he had expressed an interest in the work of the committee and had indicated he would meet them to discuss some of the problems raised.
Michele will report that the dangerous tree at the bottom of FHE16 has been removed (thank you Richard Trigg!).   

We have requested a number of waymarker signs (20) and stakes (6) and directional poles (6). Mike Barton has told us that where stiles are not fit for purpose the landowner must be informed as it is their responsibility and only with the landowner’s permission can the committee carry out repair work to stiles.  It was agreed that that if a landowner made no move to repair a stile after the committee had informed them of an issue the case will be passed onto to Gloucester County Council to take the appropriate action.
Michele is to get clarification from Mike Barton who is responsible for those restricted byways which the landowners on either side claim not to own – we feel this should be the responsibility of Gloucester Highways.







Action Michele
We do not know if Malcolm has had an opportunity to speak to the Ramblers to see if there is any easier way of updating the PRoW groups information onto theirs.

Action Malcolm

